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reason that we take off our hat in-doors, and for their  own
comfort.    On the table, or rather broad stand with short legs,
had  been placed  large dishes of  delicious dates, fresh from
the trees, figs, and bowls of milk both fresh and sour.    The
latter is often preferred by the Arabs.   We required little press-
ing to help ourselves to the fresh milk and dates, a combina-
tion that seemed delicious, especially as we had tasted nothing
since five o'clock that morning.    Coffee was afterwards served;
but we were requested not to smoke within the sacred court,
with which request those who remained-of course complied;
while the explorers, with the sheik, went out into the village to
enjoy a pipe together.   We spent an hour or two in the Zaouia
sketching,   as   permission   was   readily  given;   none   but  the
younger boys among the scholars who were studying the Ko-
ran and reciting in the court took any notice whatever of our
presence.    A continuous and  deafening din  of perhaps sixty
scholars, -each one trying to drown the other in order to hear
his own recitation and to strengthen his voice, resounded and
echoed from all sides.    One old teacher seemed to have every
faculty affected by somnolence except that of detecting a fault
uttered by af pupil in his recitation however rapidly it flowed,
and with a long wand  he would  reach  over and touch the
student as a hint to him to recommence the verse, partially
raising his heavy eyelids a moment, to close them  and  nod
again.    The pupils sat round in groups in the shade of the
rudely constructed colonnades, under which, in quaint corners
and niches, were little doors leading to humble lodgings oc-
cupied by the several old quasi-canonized professors; for Tolga
seemed to be considered the college for Koran instruction of
the  surrounding  country.     At  one  side, brilliant  with   fresh
whitewash and paint, stood a large khouba, with a dome in the
middle  and  triangular ornaments  at  the corners, covering a +